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One evening in May, I met a friend from work via 
Zoom. Our university had transitioned to remote 
instruction weeks before that, and I was experiencing 
Zoom fatigue. Having another technologically 

mediated conversation in a rectangle did not excite me, even as a 
chance to connect with a friend. 

During our conversation, I was overcome with the desire to 
draw my friend, who, at that moment, was reduced to a rectangle 
on my screen. I struggled to map the composition while we talked. 
I silently took screenshots as a desperate attempt to still my friend’s 
movements and document the moment for consideration later. 

I stayed up late that evening, drawing my friend in the rectangle, 
thinking about how so much about my life and work had changed 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As the spring 2020 semester came 
to an end, I continued to take screenshots of colleagues in Zoom 
meetings as the moment struck me for one reason or another. 

The result was a series of drawings that document my colleagues 
and me working in the rectangle. This series has helped me 
contemplate the transition of my in-person work life to working 
through, with, and in spite of Zoom. 

I now understand my strong impulse to draw these moments 
as a desperate attempt not to let technology steal the human and 
physical components of my work. My eyes. My hands. Textured 
paper. My pencil. I draw my colleagues to remind myself they are 
real. This work is real. The rectangle is what’s suspect.  
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